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JOINT MEDIA STATEMENT ON THE FAKE NEWS REGARDING STUDENT ALLOWANCE AT
UNIVERSITY OF FORT HARE

The National Student Financial Aid Scheme has received alarming media reports about a fake screenshot
alleging that a student has received an allowance overpayment. The matter was then escalated to the
University of Fort Hare for further investigations. From the preliminary investigation done by NSFAS,
University of Fort Hare (UFH), and Intellimali the following findings were discovered:

1. The student linked to the student number provided is a Masters Student at UFH, thus not eligible for
NSFAS funding.

2. Student is from Congo, and not an NSFAS beneficiary. Up to date the student has never received
any allowances from UFH.

3. The student number provided on the screenshot belongs to another student not the stated student
mentioned.

4. It appears that the social media post has been edited and send to the newspapers for mischievous
ends, to create fake news and develop a crisis where there isn’t one.

We, therefore, confirm that the error or money that have been allegedly transferred to this student is not a
true. Therefore as things stands we can confirm that this is fake news.

We are concerned about the high number of fake news and allegations which we receive on daily basis. We
urge student that they should keep their personal details safe and never share important numbers with
strangers. When student suspect any criminal activity they need to report it to us as soon as possible to avoid
any loss or damage.

Students can report criminal or fraud activities to the Vuvuzela Hotline 0800 203 900, call back 072 595 9139
or email nsfas@thehotline.co.za
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