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Chairperson 
 

Thank you all for taking time to join us this morning as we seek to share and collectively assess 
our state of readiness as the Post-School Education and Training sector for the 2025 academic 
year.  
 
I understand your pressing schedules as the registration process kicks off in your respective 
institutions.  
 
It is, however, important for us to engage at this critical time so that we are aligned and alert to 
respond to potential challenges to the 2025 student registration process.  
 
I wish to welcome Universities South Africa (USAf) led by its Chair – Professor Petersen and 
Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Phethiwe Matutu – all the Vice-Chancellors of public higher 
education institutions. 
 
I also welcome South African Private Higher Education (SAPHE) led by Dr. Carin Stoltz-Urban; 
South African Public Colleges Organisation under the leadership of its Interim Chair, Mr. Tebogo 
Kekana and its Chief Executive Officer, Ms. Neo Matsena.  
 
From my side, the Director-General, Dr. Sishi – will lead his team of Deputy Directors-General 
for the Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET Colleges) Mr. Samuel Zungu 
and Universities Education, Dr. Marcia Socikwa will share presentations on their analysis of the 
state of readiness for their respective portfolios.   
 
The Administrator of NSFAS, Mr. Freeman Nomvalo and his team – will present on the state of 
readiness for the current academic year with emphasis on the application process; the current 
student funding outlook; progress on applications; appeals; loan scheme; student support and 
student accommodation.  
  
As a country, we must all be proud of achieving a record setting matric pass rate of 87.3% for 
the class of 2024 – with half of the pupils who wrote the National Senior Certificate examinations 

mailto:info@nsfas.org.za
http://www.nsfas.org.za/


 
 
 
 

 
The Halyard, 4 Christian Barnard  

Cape Town City Center, Cape Town, 8000 

Private Bag X1, Plumstead, Cape Town, 7801 

 

T:     0800 067 327  

E:     info@nsfas.org.za 

W:    www.nsfas.org.za  

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 
The appointment of Mr Sithembiso Freeman Nomvalo as the Administrator to the National Student Financial Aid Scheme is in terms of Section 17A to 17D of the NSFAS Act (Act 
56 of 1999 as amended), effective from 11 April 2024 as published in the Government Gazette No. 50482 by the Minister of Higher Education and Training, Dr BE Nzimande. 
 

 
 
 

 

receiving a bachelor's pass. While I acknowledge the overwhelming performance of 2024 Grade 
12 pass rate and the competitive process of securing learning spaces, I envisage a smooth 
registration process. 
  
It is this bachelor's admission pass that is a prerequisite to apply for access to a degree course 
at a university or university of technology. It is now our turn to welcome the Grade 12 class of 
2024 to the Post-School Education and Training environment – and this session is intended for 
us to deliberate and share experiences in terms of our state of readiness to receive them in our 
institutions.  
 
Section 29 of our Constitution tells us that everyone has the right to further education, which the 
state, through reasonable measures, must make progressively available and accessible. It is 
important that no deserving learner is left behind. 
 
I look forward to constructive discussions on areas that are of interest to yourselves so that we 
harmonise our collective responses to potential challenges that may emerge.  
 
 
Thank you 
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